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[This affidavit was provided by John's brother, George Sizemore Kite (1768-1844], who is buried in the Kite 

Family Cemetery in Persia, Hawkins County.] 

 

 



 
 

 

Revolutionary War Soldier John Kite is found in the 1850 Census living with his son, Martin Kite.  The census 

annotation says John could neither read nor write.  He died on October 2, 1851 and is buried in the historic Kite 

Cemetery in Persia.  Many generations of the Kite family are buried there. 

 

The Civil War took a terrible toll on the sons of Martin Kite, who had seven sons.  Four sons served with the 

Confederate Army, Henderson, Reuben, Martin Junior, and Peter.  Another son, William, was too young to 

enlist, but was bushwacked and killed at his home in Persia.  Reuben Kite died in the Confederate Hospital in 

Chattanooga in 1863 from wounds he received in battle.  Brothers Peter and Henderson were gravely wounded 

in the Battle of Piedmont in Virginia. Although Peter was shot in the face and blinded in the left eye, he 

survived his wound.  Brother Henderson was taken to the Confederate Hospital in Charlottetsville.   Although 

he survived he never fully recovered and would die at the age of 42.  Martin Kite Junior was discharged in 

1864.  He died at the age of 37.  A cousin, William Anderson Kite enlisted at the age of 15.  He was wounded  

during the fighting in the Shenandoah Valley, crippling him for life.  William would later graduate from 

Tusculum College and become a Professor there.  Most of the Kite Family are buried in the Kite Family 

Cemetery in Persia established by the Kite Patriarch, Revolutionary War Soldier, John Kite.  Their stories are 

told by Donahue Bible in his book, From Persia to Piedmont, Life and Death in Vaughn's Brigade. 
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The Kite Farm in Persia remains in the Family.  Today it is known as the Circle J. Farm.  The Story of the Kite 

Family is relayed in the Application for the Century Farm Designation: 

 

Circle J. Farm 

William Joe Manes 

Elizabeth Rose Kite Manes 

 

 A group of about 50 pioneers came into Hawkins County in March 1796 came through the unbroken 

forests of Virginia and settled in the Holston valley.   Among them was George Kite.  To protect the newly-

settled community, a fort was built.  Eventually, the site of the fort, located six miles south of Rogersville, 

became the property known as Circle J Farm.  Under George Kite's ownership, the 600 acres produced horses, 

cattle, hay and corn.  Married to Susan Barrett, the couple had three children. 

 

John Kite, their son and a Revolutionary War veteran, was married to Betsy Louderback.  They were the parents 

of six children.  The family raised horses, cattle, hay and corn. The third owner of the land was Martin Kite, Sr. 

Married to Susannah A. Kite, the couple had nine children.  In his turn, their son Martin Kite, Jr. and his wife 

Patsy Smith and two children made their home on the farm and raised wheat, hay, corn, hogs, horses and cows. 

During the Civil War, part of the farm was used as a camp by Union troops. 

 

Davis S. Kite, the son of Martin and Patsy acquired 73 acres. After David's death, his son Joe bought out the 

other heirs and became the sole owner of the land.  He and his wife, Mildred Burchette, were the parents of 

Elizabeth Rose who was the next generation to obtain the farm in 1989.  Married to W.C. Manes, they are the 

parents of William Joe Manes. The family operated a diverse farm, raising a variety of crops and livestock.  

Joey Manes is the current owner of the farm. 

 

 
 

The Kite Cemetery remains an active burial ground. 


