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Revolutionary War soldier William Houston was the son of James Houston.  This Family gave rise to the area 

in South Greene County known as the Houston Valley.  James Houston's Will was probated in Greene County 

on September 24, 1820.  The named heirs of James Houston were Hannah Baker, John Houston, William 

Houston, Absalom Houston, John Horton and Polly Russell.  William Houston and John Horton were the 

Executors of James' Estate.  On November 15, 1793, a survey was made for Land Warrant #3796 for 640 acres.     

 

Two marriages for a man named William Houston occurred in the early years of Greene County.  The first 

occurred on April 17, 1796 to Hannah Sherrill.  The second occurred on June 29, 1798 to Susanna Long.  The 

later marriage was for William Houston, the Revolutionary War Soldier, who lived in today's Houston Valley 

area. [Refer to the footnote on page 2 of the Pension Application that refers to these two marriages.] 



 



 

 
 

From Find-A-Grave: Missionary Baptist Church and Cemetery: 

[Excerpted from The Southside, by Goldene Fillers Burgner] 
James Houston is said to have been in Greene County by November 1, 1786.  He sold this land to purchase the 

640 acres south of the river at the head of Brush Creek.  There, James Houston built a 2-story log house, which 

was still standing in 1953 according to Goldene Fillers Burgner.  He also built the log Church that was the 

original Pine Springs Baptist Church.  The present Church is located on 4765 Houston  Valley Road.   

 

FROM THE SOUTHSIDE, by Goldene Fillers Burgner 
James Houston was in Augusta County, Virginia where he married Agnes Wilson on June 17, 1749.  When 

Greene County, North Carolina was formed in 1783 Mr. Houston was a member of the Court of Pleas and 

Quarter Sessions and made Magistrate of [Greene County] District IV.   

 

He was instrumental in the establishment of the Lost State of Franklin, was appointed Sheriff by John Sevier 

and Major of the State Militia.  He acquired a third interest in the Painted Mountain Turnpike, leading from 

Sherrill's Cove to the Painted Rock on French Broad River.  A toll gate was erected at his two story log house. 

 

The Houston family in the early days seemed to have the slickest horses, best houses, prettiest women and paid 

the highest taxes of anyone in the Southside [of Greene County]. 

 



 
Pine Springs Missionary Baptist Church, Houston Valley Road 

 

 

WILL OF WILLIAM HOUSTON 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
  

 



 

 
 

[The Reference to William's father, James appears on this page.] 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 


