JOHAI\_INES "JOHN" OTTINGER
Private/QM Pennsylvania

John Ottinger is a documented Revolutionary War Soldier by the D.A.R. Oddly, he is not shown as a

Pensioner. Given the fact he lived to be 1 ied i iti i
Penstoner, onven 04 years old when he died in 1859, it is extraordinary he did not

ge 104 years & 16 days
St James Cemetery

The Southside by Goldene Fillers Burgner, pg 69

The Neas and Ottinger families came to America by way of
Philadelphia.

These Germans migrated down the Shenandoah Valley and came
into southern Greene County, Tennessee around 1790-1800. John
Welty, a German, who fought in the American Revolution, was a
taxpayer here in 1793. This was a hard life. They came, saw
and conquered the wilderness. For many years they spoke their
own language and lived somewhat to themselves. They were still
using the German language in their sermons in 1820, and in
their home a century later.
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JOHANNES (JOHN) CHRISTIAN OTTINGER

annes (John

born on June 15, 1755, in

York County, Pennsyl-

vasria, He was the eighth
of 10 childeen of German

inigranis fand nabaral-

Fhie Bpprest o 7

zedd British cilizens)
Johannes Jacob Ottinger
{1716 - 1781} and Anna
Jdotanns Joseph Otbnger
{1723 - 1816).

John turned 21 in 1776,
the year the United States
of America formmally
declared itx independence
from the Uritish Empire,
When be filed for his war
prasion in 1851 {al ape
96}, John stated he was
drafted o serve undes

Captain Enunanuoel
Herman in the Second
Hatislion of York County,
Pennsvivania, Company 5,
and also spent six months
a5 & private in the regi-
ment commanded by

Colonel Snaffel.

While i1 the
service, John
. played the fife

- and served as a

Company's wag-
ans. He was

= within heanng
distance of the
artillery during
the Battle of
Germantown on October
4, 1777, John later
remnoved the dead and
wonnded from the batile
firld and collected provi-
stons for the Cavalry.
After the Hevolubionary
War John remained in York
County, where he was a
farmer, rock meson, and
tanner by trade. At the age
of 285, m 1781, he marmed
Fennsyivania native
Marparet Dettersnan,
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Stories from the South of Greene County, compiled by Carolyn S. Gregg, pg 188-89
Long Lives for Ottingers

The Ottinger ancestors seemed to have really long lives. The Ottinger family
came to Greene County around 1792. In 1813, Hannah Ottinger was over 90 years old,
and she died about three years later. Her son John Ottinger, Sr. was born on October
22. 1755 and lived until October 13, 1859--about 104 years. These folks came from
Germany after stopping for a short time in Pennsylvania. Hannah was the wife of
Johann Christian Ottinger. Son John married Margaret Detterman in Pennsylvania. Her
tombstone in the St. James Cemetery is written in German. John served in the York
County Militia in the Revolutionary War. When he came to Greene County, he was a
farmer, rock mason, and tanner. He was a fifer in the War of 1812, and at 98 years of
age, he was splitting 100 rails a day for a rail fence.

These Ottingers were some of the founders of St.
James Lutheran Church. The land where the church noy
stands was donated by John Ottinger, Sr. The Ottingers
and Neases both had early churches (meeting in homes
or other buildings) in the area according to tradition. Ong
family was Lutheran—the Neases, and one was
Reformed—the Ottingers. The English-speaking Nease
supposedly had built a log church on Neas land. Atone
time graves could be found around the site of this old
| church. Then sometime around 1804, the two groups

PR , \ 1
e X % \
P g2 B %7553 3 ¥ !
e gt |

S
S s P4 S

decided to merge—some say
because of the difficulty in locating a
pastor. After the merger, the
churches still had problems because
the English-speaking group wanted
their services held in English while
the German-speaking group wanted
their services in German. One story
told that Jacob Ottinger (pictured) v/

_ _ Three descendants of old John Ottinger served in the War of 1812:
David Ot_tlnger [1788-1873], Capt. Thomas Wilson Company, buried St. James Lutheran Church
George (_)ttlnger [1785-1866], Capt. Branch Jones Company, buried Salem Lutheran [Cocke County]
Henry Ottinger [1793-1866], Capt. Robert McCalpin Company, buried Salem Lutheran [Cocke County]



