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As with many famous men in the annals of history, some disagreements arise among knowledgeable Historians.  

John Crockett - the father of David Crockett - is no exception. The current Greene County Historian and a past 

President of the Crockett Descendants Association clarifies that the marriage date of John Crockett is uncertain, 

that any middle name or initial for him or his famous son, David, is not adequately proven, and John and 

Rebecca Crockett had only nine children.  Also in dispute is the actual date of death of John Crockett and the 

location of Rebecca's death  at her daughter, Rebecca Jane Crockett Foster's home and subsequent burial.  

 

What all can agree with  is both John Crockett and his esteemed son, David, have entered into the annals of East 

Tennessee History. 



Life on the Frontier 

 

Some Historians believe John Crockett was a son of David "The Elder" Crockett.  Both he and his [purported]  

wife, Elizabeth Hedge Crockett were killed at their home near today's Rogersville on August 19, 1777 by 

Cherokee Indians led by Dragging Canoe.  John and Elizabeth are believed to be buried in Rogers Cemetery, 

located in the oldest section of Rogersville. 

 

The parentage of John Crockett and his wife's name is also now under dispute among Historians as is the 

Crockett's  Huguenot ancestry.  With the recent development of DNA testing over the last ten years, and the 

ever increasing advances in DNA databases, this has now provided a new tool in the Genealogical toolbox.  

What has been readily acknowledged to be 'fact' in the past is now open to challenge because of DNA testing. 

No doubt, disagreements and 'refinements' to history have been and will continue to be brought about because 

of this new science. 

 

The State of Tennessee placed a marker in 1927:   

 

"Here lie David Crockett and his wife, the grandparents of Davy Crockett,  

who were massacred near this spot by Indians in 1777." 

 

    
Rogers Cemetery, Rogersville 

 

 

The David Crockett Descendants Association is a leader in the new field of DNA-based genealogy.  The 

following article appeared in the August 2018 Crockett Newsletter and is presented here with permission: 

 



  
 

Setting genealogical issues aside, John Crockett was indeed a Revolutionary War Soldier, and his most famous 

son, David, was a Soldier under Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812.  Both  father and son are true American 

Hero's.... and they should be remembered and honored as such.   

 

Few men of their times or today's time would be their equal. 
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David "Davy" Crockett,  

a Tennessee Legend 

 

- Son of  Revolutionary War Soldier, 

John Crockett Senior 

 

- War of 1812 Soldier under General 

Andrew Jackson 

- Tennessee Statesman 

- Famed Frontiersman 

- Defender of the Alamo 

 

 


