
CAPTAIN EDWARD RIGGS and SONS REUBEN &  SAMUEL 

 

Captain Riggs was born February 7, 1820.  He lived and married in New Jersey.  By the time of the American 

Revolution he and his sons lived in North Carolina. Captain Riggs is documented in the 1784 Greene County, 

TN Court Minutes.  His service in the War is documented in the Pension Applications by his sons Reuben and 

Samuel.  Captain Edward Riggs died prior to the passage of the Pension Act.  He received two land grants from 

North Carolina.  One grant was for 1,000 acres on  the South side  of the Holston River on Dumpling Creek; the 

second grant was for 445 acres on the North side of the Holston River and the French Broad. 
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TIMELINE OF PLACES AND EVENTS 

 



 

 

 
 

 



PRIVATE REUBEN RIGGS 

 

 
 

 
 

Reuben appears on the 1783 Tax List of Greene County, TN. 

 

A Memorial posted to Find-A-Grave gives: 

Born: November 22, 1749 Morris County, New Jersey Died: June 6, 1837 Giles County, TN 



 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Reuben Riggs died June 6, 1837.  He is believed to be buried in Mount Carmel Cemetery in Giles County, TN 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

 



LT. SAMUEL RIGGS 

 

 
 

 

 
 

On November 11, 1797 Samuel was commissioned a Justice of the Peace in Hawkins County by Governor John 

Sevier.  He is shown in the 1835 Pension List of Hawkins County drawing 33.33 per annum, age 74.  In  the 

1840 list, Samuel's age is given as 80 years.    Descendant information says Samuel was born April 4, 1760 in 

Morris, New Jersey.  His date of death is given as March 17, 1846.   

 

Lt. Samuel Riggs  is said to be buried in the Riggs Family Cemetery in Hawkins County. 



 



 



 

 



 

 
  

[In 1845, Lt. Samuel Riggs was among the very few aged Soldiers of the Revolution to apply for  an 

increase of pension, as authorized by Congress in 1845.] 



Transfer of land and personal property in Hawkins County 

 from Lt. Samuel Riggs to his son, Jesse, and Jesse in turn to his son, William Henderson Riggs 

[This may be part of the settlement of the Estate of Lt. Samuel Riggs.] 

 

 



 

 
Said to be the Hawkins County home of Revolutionary War Soldier Samuel Riggs. 

[Date of photograph and Photographer unknown.] 

  

 

The home has purportedly been restored and was occupied after this photograph was taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


