
BROTHERS JAMES KEELE AND RICHARD KEELE 

Battle of Kings Mountain 

 

 

First Settlers and Soldiers, page 336, by Edward C. McAmis 

 "Arthur Keele, born 1715 and his wife, Sarah Mennote, born 1719, resided  in London  

 England  where they had three sons all born in London, Jacob, John and James Keele.   

 Arthur emigrated with his family except for son Jacob, to America, landing in New  

 Castle, Delaware in the year 1747.  The family migrated later to Wythe County, Virginia,  

 where five more sons were born, Jesse, Robert, Richard, Thomas  and William.  

  

 William Keele, born c. 1762 Henry County, Virginia, married Livia Ann Bewley in the  

 year 1793 in Washington County, TN.  She was the daughter of Anthony G. Bewley.  

 William and Livia later moved to Greene County.  They had eight children,  the first  

 being born in Greene County and the last in Hawkins County.  The Keele Cemetery in  

 Bulls Gap is their family cemetery: William [1770-1817]; Livia 'Livy' Ann [1778-1850].  

 

 The brothers James and Richard Keele were Soldiers in the Revolutionary War.  Both were  

 in the battle of Kings Mountain with John Sevier.  In the  year 1783, James Keele was shown 

  in today's Greene County owning land." 

 

Other than this lone record of land ownership in Greene County, no other Greene County records are 

found on the Keele Family.  The sole 'footprint' left in Greene County  of this family is the long abandoned 

Keele Graveyard in Bulls Gap.  No photograph of  the actual graveyard is available.  Find-A-Grave gives this 

brief information:  

  "The cemetery is on private lands.  It is not maintained and the woods have completely 

  grown up around it.  You can still see the fence that surrounds it once you are up close.   

 It is a moderate size cemetery sitting on the top of a knob.  Before visiting the cemetery, 

 it would be wise to ask permission." 

 

James Keele 

James Keele did not file for Pension, which is a strong indication, he was deceased by 1830.  No information is 

known about this brother, not even a reference to him is found in a Family Tree on Ancestry.Com. 

 

 

Richard Keele 

 

Richard Keele was living in Bedford County, Tennessee, at the time of the 1820 Census. 
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 This is to Certifie that Richard Keel Served As a Good Suldier in my Company and agreeable to 

 Order  are Discharged thee 19 Day of July 1777. 

  

 Signed, P. Harston 

 



  
 

 
  Bedford County, Tennessee 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


