ROBERT GRAGG/GREGG SENIOR

D.A.R. records state Robert Gragg/Gregg served as a Private in the Virginia Militia. He was born c. 1732 in
Pennsylvania and died in 1796 in Tennessee. His wife's surname is Harrison, given name unknown. Robert
arrived in Greene County, Tennessee, sometime before 1789. The following record appears in the Greene
County Chancery Court of February 2, 1789: "A deed of conveyance from Alexander Kelly to Robert Gragg
for 500 acres of land was duly acknowledged by James Woods Lackey Attorney in fact for said Kelly and
admitted to record.” The following extensive information was researched and published by Ron Gragg.

Robert Gregg, Sr

BIRTH 1732
Ireland
DEATH 5 May 1796 (aged 63-64)

Greene County, Tennessee, USA

BURIAL " Gregg Family Farm Nolichucky Settlement
Greene County, Tennessee, USA

MEMORIALID 160077987 - View Source

Robert Gragg Sr was born about 1732, born in Northern
Ireland, and emigrated from Ireland to America in the early
1740s with his parents John Gregg and Nancy Wood, to
America with his brothers Thomas, John, William, and sister
Margaret.

Robert married Lydia Alice Harrison in 1754,in Augusta County,
Virginia

The family lived in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, for a
period of years, then migrated southwest through the
Shenandoah Valley, to Augusta County, Virginia* , in the early
1750s.

Robert sold his Virginia Farm, and removed to Greene County,
Tennessee (Nolichucky Settlement) to develop a new 500 acre
farm out of the Tennessee forest.

~AUGUSTA COUNTY~ "Robert Gregg lived in Augusta County,
Virginia, approximately 38 years and all of his known children
were born there. As nearly as can be determined, he moved
into the county with his father's family, about the year 1750.
According to historians, the country now embraced in Augusta
County was not entered by white men until the year 1716. The
area was originally inhabited by Shawnee Indians. The first
permanent settlement by white people in this section of
Virginia was in 1726, on the Shenandoah River, a few miles
below the present town of Port Republic. Although some were
of German and English decent, the early settlers were almost
exclusively of the Scotch-Irish race, natives of the north of
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Ireland, but of Scottish ancestry. Many had first settled in the
south-central part of Pennsylvania, then migrated farther to
the south and west to the Shenandoah Valley. Most of those
early immigrants were dissenters from the Church of England -
they were Presbyterian faith and victims of religious
persecution in their native land. They were generally a
profoundly religious people, bringing the Bible with them and
as soon as possible erected log meeting houses in which to
assemble for the worship of God. The Church of England was
established by law throughout the colony but while a spirit of
intolerance and inseparation from such a system prevailed in
other parts of Virginia, the dissenters of the Valley had very
little to complain about. The first Presbyterian minister in the
Valley was the Rev. John Craig, born 1709, in County Antrim,
Ireland. He was educated at Edinburg, was licensed to preach
in 1737, and came to Augusta County in 1740. Augusta County
was formed from Orange County in 1738. The new county
consisted of all that portion of the Colony of Virginia, which lay
west of the Blue Ridge Mountains; bounded on the north by
the boundaries of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the
Rappahannock River on the west its territory embraced all of
the land claimed by the British, without limit or extent and on
the south by the Carolina line. Augusta County was named in
honor of Princess Augusta, wife of Frederick Louis, Prince of
Wales, the father of George lll. After about 35 years of
pioneering and living in Augusta County, Robert sold his land
and buildings and moved to Holston Country (Tennessee).
Augusta County court records show, "22 October 1788, Robert
Gragg about to move to the frontier of North Carolina." The
records also reveal that Robert sold his 513 acres of land to
Frederick Michel of Rockingham County, Virginia."[1]

~Chalkley Quotes~
"Robert Gragg appointed surveyor of highway from Duck
Ponds to Middle River."[2]

"Robert Gragg, from Winchester--witness."[3]

"Robert Gragg vs. John McDonald.--Plaintiff of Augusta
County, 18th August, 1785. On that day plaintiff contracted to
sell 37 acres to defendant. Consideration, bar iron and horses."

(4]




"Robert Gragg is about to remove to the frontiers of North
Carolina 22d October, 1788."[5]

"Henry Millar vs. Samuel and Robert Gragg.--Writ, 31st August,
1787. Executed" [6]

"Virginia Land Grant" - 31 Oct 1788 - 513 acres; 70 acres on
Nores Run of North River of Shanidore; 400 acres, near Castle
Hill... First tract patented to grantor, 6 Apr 1769; second tract
patented to grantor, 10 Apr 1781; third tract patented to
grantor, 1 Jun 1782, note: This land record was originally
published in "Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish Settlement in
Virginia, 1745-1800. Extracted from the Original Court Records
of Augusta County" by Lyman Chalkley.[7]

Robert Gragg, Sr., and several members of his family, moved to
Greene County, Southwest Territory *, about five years after
the county was organized as a part of North Carolina, and
about eight years before the area became a part of the State of
Tennessee.[8]

*note: Greene County began as the Nolichucky settlement,
which was established by pioneer Jacob Brown on land leased
from the Cherokee in the early 1770s. The Nolichucky
settlement aligned itself with the Wautauga Settlement
centered in what is now Elizabethton.

~Military~

"Robert Gragg and his son, Samuel, who was seventeen years
old at the time, served as privates under Capt. Sawyer and Col
Christie in the 1774 campaign...According to Samuel Gragg,
son of Robert, in his Revolutionary War Pension Application,
the Indian expedition led them to the Tellico Valley towns of
the Cherokee, and it was there that his father killed a half-
breed Cherokee chief named McCormack. This McCormack
was mentioned as a renegade in David H. Corkran's book, The
Cherokee Frontier." [9]&[10]

Robert served i n the Virginia Militia, in 1758. While still living
in Augusta County, Robert experienced more trouble with the
Cherokee Indians during the American Revolution. He served
under Capt. Sawyers, and Col. Christie in the 1774 expedition
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in Tennessee, which led them to the Tellico Valley towns of the
Cherokee. Still later, more trouble with the Cherokee, after the
family moved to yet another frontier in Holston Country
(Tennessee)[9]&[10]

It is generally believed that Robert Gregg Sr. was buried on his
Nolichucky settlement farm, Greene County, Virginia; where
he died. As this was the custom during the era.

Sources:
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[8]"Gragg Descent" ~ George Robert Gragg 1978 pp-77
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Note: more information on Robert Gregg Sr. can be found at -
http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Gregg-766

Robert Gragg/Gregg signed his Will on May 23, 1793. His Will was probated in the Greene County Court that
same year:



WILL: The Will of Robert Gragg (Gregg) May 23, 1793 (Died May 1796) Being low in body, but in perfect mind, and of good memory, | make
this my last will and testament. | do give and bequeath to my two Beloved sons John and William, the land | now possess to them and
their heirs forever. And the executors shall so divide the land so as to have each an equal in value and improvements considered and
that one shall not dispose of his part without the consent of the other. | give to John my sorrel horse, bay mare, old cattle, four sheep
and half the hogs. To William, the young sorrel mare, gray horse, one grown cow, two young cattle, four sheep and half the hogs, my
wife's gun, the big pot and crook. To John the little oven and little pot and crook and one plow to William. | do bequeath to my beloved
daughter Abigail Gregg the young rone mare, one cow, three sheep, her bed and bedding and half the dresser. To my Beloved daughter
Betsy Gregg one bed and bedding. To my Beloved son Robert Gragg, my big *****Bible. To my Beloved son Samuel Gragg, my ***sword.
All that remains at my death over and above paying legatees above mentioned and what money is coming from Virginia that may
remain at my death, after paying Col. Kelley, also it is my desire that out of the price of the Steed named Shakespeare that there shall be
25 Ibs Virginia currency to be paid to my daughter Betsy when she marries. | do bequeath to my sons Thomas Gragg, Henry Gragg,
Samuel Gragg, and Robert Gragg, Benjamin Crow, George Maleolin, and Joseph McMurtry an equal share of what remains after paying
legatees above. | do bequeath to my sons John and William each of them their axes, and what books remain at my death except the
Bible and the harrow, to be equally divided. | do likewise constitute and appoint, make and ordain my two beloved sons Samuel and
Robert to be my sole executors. My desire is that John and William live and work together. That William trade none, but John be sole
actor for him while they work together, but if they separate the executors is to take Williams estate all in their hands and keep it till he is
twenty-one years old. | ratify this to be my last will and hereby revoke all others. Signed Robert Gregg Benjamin Crow, Jurat William Wall

The bequest of Robert's sword to his son, Samuel, is surely the weapon he carried during the Revolutionary
War.

Information on Samuel Gregg, also a Revolutionary War Soldier, follows in the next article.



