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William Stapleton came to Greene County from Virginia with his in-laws, the Brown brothers [David, 

Sylvanus, William and Jotham Brown Junior] who settled in North Greene County about 1805 in the Cross 

Anchor and Romeo areas of Greene County.  William's wife Mary Brown was a daughter of 'Old' Jotham 

Brown who died in Virginia, and his widow, Phebe.  After 'Old' Jotham Brown death, his Estate was settled.  

His heirs were named in a land deed when they sold their land in Virginia and came to Greene County.   Two of 

Old Jotham and Phebe's daughters were married before Old Jotham's death, Mary Brown Stapleton, the wife of 

William Stapleton; and, Jane Brown Cooper, the wife of Christopher Cooper, who was also a Revolutionary 

War Soldier who died in Greene County in 1830.   

 

Mary Brown married William Stapleton on 12-8-1803 in Montgomery County, VA, bond by Sylvanus Brown.   

William Stapleton first appears in a Greene County tax list in the year 1812, Captain Thomas Smith’s District.  

In that same year, William Stapleton’s 200 acre farm at Churn Camp Creek was sold by Sheriff’s Deed.  

William’s brother-in-law, Christopher Cooper, was Surety.  After the judgment and sheriff’s sale of William 

Stapleton’s land in Greene County, he relocated his family to nearby Hawkins County where William would 

apply for a Revolutionary War pension after the Pension Act was passed.  The family farm in Hawkins County, 

Tennessee  was very near Lee County, Virginia.   

 

William and Mary's children identified by Stapleton Family researchers include George; Lewis; Jonathan 

(possibly Jotham??); Sylvanus; William Jr.; (Martha/Massey; Cynthia Jane “Gincy”; Lydia; Elizabeth H; and  

Sarah.  

 

William and Mary Brown Stapleton are buried in a family cemetery in Lee County, Virginia.  The cemetery 

now carries a different surname and is located in a very remote location.  In later years, descendants obtained a 

Military Headstone based  on William Stapleton's war service: 

 

  
 

Directions to Roberts Cemetery [from Find-A-Grave] 

State Route 70, 10 miles south of Jonesville, Virginia, at foot of Powell Mountain near 

a group of houses across the road from the Collingsworth Cemetery. 



 



 

 



 

 



  
 

 



 

 
 


