
JAMES SHIELDS AND FATHER WILLIAM SHIELDS 

Maryland Continental Line 

 

James Shields, born July 12, 1757 in Maryland, and his father, William, are documented Revolutionary War 

Soldiers.  A brother, John, may have also served in the War [See the Will of James Shield].  As is known, James 

was the only member of his family to migrate into Greene County, TN where he lived in the Mohawk area.  No 

Pension Application is found for him.  James was a very wealthy man, and it is possible he never applied for 

Pension. Another explanation would be  at the time the Pension Act was passed in 1832, James was a very sick 

man and believed he would died soon.  

 

James wrote an extensive Will, in which he makes reference to his inheritance in Maryland by his father, 

William.  In accordance with James' Will, he was buried 'by the side of the field' on his farm in the Mohawk 

area. 

 

Extensive information on the Shields Family has been published in Historic Greene County and Its People, 

page 315. 

 

WILL OF JAMES SHIELD 

Private, Maryland Continental Line 

[Abstract by Goldene Burgner] 

 

 
 

[Note: James' son William (1787-1870) served in the War of 1812 in Captain Jacob Hoyle's Company.  William 

married Eliziabeth Conway.  He is buried in Columbia Cemetery  in Boone County, Missouri.] 



 
Photo Caption: 

James Shields Private Cemetery Midway [Pottertown] Greene County, Tennessee.  James Shields 

and wife Jane Gilliand Shields and other of the family graves are to be found here. 

Obituary of James' widow, Jane: 

 



MAJOR WILLIAM SHIELDS 

2nd Major 35th Batt. Maryland Militia 

Born July 14, 1728 County Armagh, Northern Ireland 

Died September 12, 1797, Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland 

 

 

    
 

Shields Family Burying Ground 

Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland 

 

 

 

[History of Frederick County, MD 

Page C/S: IC K: 277 

History of Emmitsburg] 

1906] 

 

 "There were 4 military companies raised in Frederick County, Maryland in 1775.  Second at 

 Emmitsburg, MD:  Captain W. Shields, 1st Lt. John Faire, 2nd Lieutenant Miichael Hockensmith; 

 Ensign John Shields, Sergeants Charles Robinson, James Shields, Patrick Haney, Robert Brown, 

 Corporals Moses Kennedy, John Hanks, John Long, Thomas Baird; 52 Privates." 

 

 

 

[continued] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biography from Find-A-Grave: 

 
 



 

 
  

 

 


