JAMES SHIELDS AND FATHER WILLIAM SHIELDS
Maryland Continental Line

James Shields, born July 12, 1757 in Maryland, and his father, William, are documented Revolutionary War
Soldiers. A brother, John, may have also served in the War [See the Will of James Shield]. As is known, James
was the only member of his family to migrate into Greene County, TN where he lived in the Mohawk area. No
Pension Application is found for him. James was a very wealthy man, and it is possible he never applied for
Pension. Another explanation would be at the time the Pension Act was passed in 1832, James was a very sick
man and believed he would died soon.

James wrote an extensive Will, in which he makes reference to his inheritance in Maryland by his father,
William. In accordance with James' Will, he was buried 'by the side of the field' on his farm in the Mohawk

area.

Extensive information on the Shields Family has been published in Historic Greene County and Its People,
page 315.

WILL OF JAMES SHIELD
Private, Maryland Continental Line
[Abstract by Goldene Burgner]

fA%ES SHIELDS 26 June 1834

+-Nope we meet again in happy mansions and Jjoin the happy spirits of
those gone on and tho i > i i

s %hree et se who will come hereafter in Passing the etarnel
To Jane - my dearly beloved wife of 51 years -~ to have money and property
and pay my qebps, to have books and surveying instruments, set her slave
tree, To William now living in Missouri, $100. To son, James, 100 acres
?and in Hawkins County on Whgtstone Creek. To son, Melton, daughters,
:oana and &gg, $150 each. Daughters, Esther decd., Joana, Lea, sons
z20¢s, Daniel, Samuel and Melton to have $1200 owed me by Christopher
:gok and h%s son Samuel, To son, Henry, all my land on Lick Creek with
mills and improvements, blacksmith tools, silver watch, to pay son and
saughte;, Milton and Joanna, $150 each - Henry is to provide, norish

and assist my wife in her declining years., 3

To be buried by the side of the field.

Set my slgve woman, Soffee, free 1 May 1841 and if she should have
increase before that time, set it free at 21 years, give her provissions
ihat negrofs soul is as precious in God's sight as my own, I hope you ;
:ge the ev1l‘of_the practice of slavery and let the oppressed go free

:y father, wl}llam Shields of Fredrick County, Maryland -« I was named-
fxecutor of his Will with my brother, John Shields - the distance was to
frate and I sent John my relinquishment, I got 28 pounds, 13 shillings
fnd 4 pence -~ John died. 1 gave my receipt - no settlement has been
made, See that estate is settled and divide my part. Executors: Two
sons, David and Henry Woods Shields,

Signeds James Shields

CODICIL 9 January 1838 - Debt on Cooks is di

h - ssolved as they gave up land.
Soffee had a female mulatto child 19 July 1835 named Jain, which mglatto
T‘glve to my wife to sell or dispose of as she thinks proper until Jain
is 21 years old and at that time she is to be set at liverty.

[Note: James' son William (1787-1870) served in the War of 1812 in Captain Jacob Hoyle's Company. William
married Eliziabeth Conway. He is buried in Columbia Cemetery in Boone County, Missouri.]



Photo Caption:

James Shields Private Cemetery Midway [Pottertown] Greene County, Tennessee. James Shields
and wife Jane Gilliand Shields and other of the family graves are to be found here.

Obituary of James' widow, Jane:




MAJOR WILLIAM SHIELDS
2nd Major 35th Batt. Maryland Militia
Born July 14, 1728 County Armagh, Northern Ireland
Died September 12, 1797, Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland

Shields Family Burying Ground
Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland

[History of Frederick County, MD
Page C/S: IC K: 277
History of Emmitsburg]
1906]

"There were 4 military companies raised in Frederick County, Maryland in 1775. Second at
Emmitsburg, MD: Captain W. Shields, 1st Lt. John Faire, 2nd Lieutenant Miichael Hockensmith;
Ensign John Shields, Sergeants Charles Robinson, James Shields, Patrick Haney, Robert Brown,
Corporals Moses Kennedy, John Hanks, John Long, Thomas Baird; 52 Privates."

[continued]



Biography from Find-A-Grave:

MAJ William Shields, Ii

BIRTH 14 Jul 1728
County Armagh, Northern Ireland

DEATH 12 Sep 1797 (aged 69)
Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland,
USA

BURIAL Shields Family Burying Ground
Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland,
USA

MEMORIALID 119827811 -

s/o William Shields

William sailed with his family for America 26 July 1737 on a
sloop commanded by Captain Alexander Smith. His father
William and brother Robert died en route and were buried at
sea.

William is known to have lived in Cecil Co., MD for several years
before arriving in 1748 in the Appalachian foothills of what is
now Frederick Co., MD, near the present town of Emmitsburg.
William purchased from Samuel Emmit 29 Sept 1787 106 acres
of land, west and adjoining the west end of Emmitsburg, he
continued the town and named it Shields' Addition. He
established himself as a surveyor, married, raised 11 children
and ultimately became one of the town's more prominent
landowners. With his brother-in-law Samuel Emmit, he is
credited with the founding of the town of Emmitsburg.

William actively supported the Colonies' cause. In 1775, he
formed the Second Frederick County Militia Company at
Emmitsburg. In 1776, Capt. William Shields' company was
assimilated into the Third Battalion of the Maryland Militia
under the command of Col. Jacob Good. William was promoted
to second major. William's son John was an ensign in his
father's company.
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"Became Riffle Road leading from St. Mary's College to PA. The
acreage was enlarged by means of a resurvey in 1751, and in
1767 William Elder transferred a part of it to William Shields, a

Presbyterian. Shields in 1775 surveyed the land into 404 acres
and called it "Shields Adventure."




