
CHRISTOPHER COOPER 

 

Christopher Cooper and Jane Brown (daughter of Jotham and Phebe Brown Senior) were 

married in Botetourt County, Virginia on October 20, 1786.  Christopher was a Revolutionary 

War soldier, serving five years with the Virginia Army as a Private and Orderly Sergeant under 

General Stevens.  He was present at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown.  The Cooper 

and Brown families lived in Montgomery County, Virginia on or near Brush Creek. 

 

 On 4-14-1802, Christopher and Jane sold 400 acres of land on Brush Creek, a branch of Little 

River, to Samuel Huff.  They were paid 250 pounds.  The witnesses were H. Smith, William 

Reynolds, Caty Cooper and Pheby Brown, the mother of Jane Brown Cooper.   The family 

arrived in Greene County by 1803. 

 

The family lived on the 240-acre farm on Grassy Branch in District 12 of Greene County.  

Christopher Cooper was an educated man, serving on juries in Greene County.  In 1823, he 

placed an advertisement in the Greeneville newspaper offering a reward for the return of a horse 

and saddle stolen from a pasture on Babb’s Mill Road.  He was also appointed to oversee the 

new road being constructed between his land and that of Zachariah Casteel.   

 

In 1829, Christopher Cooper Senior, began the process of applying for a pension for his service 

in the Revolutionary War.  Attesting to Christopher’s service in Virginia was Zopher Johnston 

Senior, also a Revolutionary War soldier from Virginia.  Before the pension process was 

complete, Christopher Cooper Senior died on May 29, 1830.  He and members of his family are 

buried in a small family cemetery on their farm about one-forth mile off of the intersection of 

today's Baileyton Road and Spider Stines Road. 

 

Christopher and Jane are believed to have had seven children.  The first five children are 

documented in Jane Brown Cooper’s 1844 pension application for a widow’s pension based on 

her husband’s Revolutionary War Service.   

 

 

DECLARATION FOR PENSION 3-26-1844 BY JANE BROWN COOPER, #R2298, 

WIDOW OF CHRISTOPHER COOPER SENIOR 

[Spelling and punctuation unchanged] 

 

In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congrefs of the 7th July 1838 entitled an Act granting 

half pay and pension to certain widows 

 

State of Tennefsee 

Green County 

On this 26th day of March 1844 personally appeared before the subscriber a Justice of the Peace 

Mrs. Jane Cooper a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged Seventy five years who 

being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order 

to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congrefs pasfed  July 27th 1838 entitled 

an act granting half pay and pension to certain widows That she is the widow of Christopher 

Cooper who was a soldier in the Regular service in the State of Virginia in the war of the 



Revolution for particulars she refers to a declaration made by her husband the aforesaid 

Christopher Cooper in the year 1830. She further declares that she was married to the said 

Christopher Cooper on the 20th day of October Seventeen hundred and Eighty six That her 

husband the aforesaid Christopher Cooper died on the 29th May 1830 that she was not married to 

him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous to the first of January 

Seventeen hundred and Ninety four viz at the time above stated and she is [illegible] a widow 

 

        Jane Cooper “X” her mark 

 

Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before me a Justice of the Peace for 

the County foresaid and I further certify that the said Mrs. Jane Cooper is from bodily infirmity 

unable to attend Court and I further certify that [illegible] record attached to Mrs Jane Coopers 

declaration was in her pofsefsion and I believe it to be the true record of her marriage and the 

births of her Children by her husband Christopher Cooper and I further certify that the aforesaid 

Mrs Jane Cooper has remained a widow ever since the death of her husband the aforesaid 

Christopher Cooper  In witnefs whereof I have hereunto set my hand this 26th March Eighteen 

hundred and forty four 

 State of Tennessee     Christopher Cooper [Junior] 

 Green County      Justice of the Peace 

 

April term 1844 County Court The declaration of Mrs. Jane Cooper certified on the 26th March 

1844 by Christopher Cooper a Justice of the Peace for said County being submitted to the Court 

the said Court doth approve of his procedings and acts in said case and hereby direct the Clerk to 

endorse the approval of the papers 

 

State of Tennefsee 

Green County 

I George W. Forte Clerk of the County Court of Green County do hereby certify that the 

foregoing procedings are the original procedings [illegible] and approved of by the County Court 

at its April term 1844  

relative to the declaration of Jane Cooper to obtain the benefit of the acts of Congrefs relative to 

the Revolutionary pensions and I further certify that the aforesaid Christopher Cooper is and was 

a Justice of the Peace for said County duly commissioned and qualified according to Law and 

that the signature purported to be his is genuine.  In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed my seal of office at Office at Greenville this 1st April, 1844.Geo. W. Forte, Clk. 

 

[The “record of her marriage and the births of her children” referred to in Jane’s 1844 declaration 

comes from an old, handwritten journal, the pages of which are reproduced below: 

 

AFFIDAVIT BY JANE COOPER, 3-10-1852 

[By this date, Jane's son, Christopher Cooper Junior, now lived in Sullivan County, Missouri.  

This Deposition was taken by John Kidwell, Justice of the Peace] 

State of Tennessee Green County 

 

On this 10th day of March one thousand eight hundred and fifty two I John Kidwell Sr. an acting 

Justice of the Peace in and for the County and state aforesaid, attended at the residence of Jane 



Cooper age Eighty four years, a resident of Green County and State of Tennessee, she being 

unable from bodily infirmity to attend Court for the purpose of making her declaration:  Who 

first being duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration in order 

to obtain the benifit of the provision made by the Acts of Congress passed June 7th, 1832, July 

4th, 1836, and July 7th, 1838, To Wit:   That she is the widow of Christopher Cooper who was a 

soldier in the war of the Revolution in a company commanded by Capt.  ---- (blank)------ in the 

Brigade commanded by General Stephens, he volunteered in the County of Bottetourt & State of 

Virginia, and served during the last five years of the war of the Revolution and was at the 

surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in Virginia, she has no documentary evidence in support of 

her claim, and states to the best of her recollection the traditionary evidence given her by her 

husband in his life time – 

She has often heard her husband tell over the names of his officers and incidents of the war, but 

from old age and consequent loss of memory has forgotten them – Further states that in 1829 her 

husband commenced having his claim prepared, but died on the 29th day of May 1830 aged 

seventy seven years when he died, proceedings then stoped till the present time – Declarant 

states that she was married to the said Christopher Cooper in the County of Bottetourt and State 

of Virginia on or about 20th day of October one thousand seven hundred and eighty six and 

remained his widow ever since his death.  She states that Zaffa Johnston whose affidavit is 

hereto annexed was a Revolutionary Pensioner and is now dead, and does not know of any living 

witness by whom she can prove the services of her said husband and must depend upon his 

personal reputation and such other evidence as she may be able to procure.  She was married 

after the year 1783 and before the year 1794 as stated in the foregoing declaration 

She further states that she has heard her husband state that he acted as Commissary in the 

Company in which he belonged – 

      Jane Cooper 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 

John Kidwell  SEAL   Justice of the Peace  For Green County” 

 

State of Tennessee 

Green County 

On this 17th day March 1852 Personally appeared before me William Royce an acting Justice of 

the peace in and for the county and state aforesaid Valentine Sevier aged seventy one years a 

witness with whom I am well acquainted and whose evidence is entitled to full faith and credit, 

who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath depose as follows  To wit:  That he was 

well acquainted with Christopher Cooper for twenty or twenty five years previous to his death 

and that he always esteemed said Christopher Cooper and wife as lawfull man and wife. And 

also as a good citizen – He also states that he was acquainted with Zopher Johnston who has 

sworn to and subscribed the foregoing affidavit and that he was a credible witness.  V. Sevier 

Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid 

Wm Royce  Justice of the Peace  For Green County” 

 

[Although very elderly, and too feeble, to go to Court, Jane Brown Cooper signed her application 

with a clear and steady hand.  Jane’s year of birth can be based on her own testimony, “age 84 

years” in 1852, giving her a year of birth of 1768.  Christopher Cooper’s year of birth can also be 

based on Jane’s testimony, “died on 5-29-1830 at the age of 77”, giving Christopher a year of 

birth in 1753.] 



[The affidavit by Zopher Johnston has been lost and is not included in the Pension File of Jane 

Brown Cooper in the National Archives.  Three researchers have independently obtained the 

Pension File, and none contain the affidavit by Zopher Johnston Senior signed in 1829/1830.  He 

was also a Revolutionary War soldier from Virginia.  Two of Zopher Johnston's sons had 

married two of Christopher and Jane Brown Cooper's daughters.] 

 

AFFIDAVIT BY EPHRAIM DOTY, 3-16-1852 

 

State of Tennessee  Green County 

Be it known that on this 16th day of March 1852 Personally appeared before me James 

McCollum an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Ephraim Doty 

aged fifty six years a resident of Green County and State of Tennessee, a witness with whom I 

am well acquainted and whose evidence is entitled to full faith and credit, who being duly sworn 

according to law, doth on his oath depose and state as follows To Wit that, he has been well 

acquainted with Christopher Cooper for sixteen years previous to his death which took place on 

the 29th day of May 1830, and the said Cooper and Jane his wife who has sworn to and 

subscribed the foregoing declaration lived together in all honorable relations of man and wife; 

witness states that he has often heard the said Cooper tell over the incidents of his services in the 

war of the Revolution; that the said Cooper was generally believed and understood in the 

neighborhood where he lived, to have been a Revolutionary soldier, said Cooper has often told 

witness that he was never drafted nor enlisted, but whenever a call for soldiers he volunteered 

and served the United States from Bottetourt County in Virginia in five different campaigns 

against the Brittish and Tories and that he was in the service and at Yorktown in Virginia when 

Cornwallis surrendered to General Washington – Witness also states that he has heard the said 

Cooper say he was at one time under the Command of Charles Lucas he believes a Capt of a 

company of Cavelry, sent in pursuit of a Tory Maj Gray either in North or South Carolina, 

Witness states that he always understood from said Cooper, that a part of his service was in the 

Cavelry, but does not remember the names of the officers under whom he served he believes that 

some efforts were commenced by said Cooper to prepare his claim previous to his death – 

Further this deponent (??) saith not    Ephraim Doty 

[Ephraim Doty was a son-in-law of Christopher and Jane Brown Cooper] 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid and I do further certify, that I was acquainted 

with the said Christopher Cooper, whose widow has sworn to and subscribed the foregoing 

declaration and certify that the said Cooper and Jane his wife lived together in the honorable 

relations of man and wife and that she is at this time his widow and I believe her to be of the age 

stated in her declaration 

James McCollum  SEAL  Justice of the Peace  For Green County  

 

 

AFFIDAVIT BY JOHN KIDWELL ET AL, 3-17-1852 

State of Tennessee 

I George W. Forte, Clerk of the County Court in and for the County of Greene and State 

aforesaid do certify that John Kidwell, William Royce, and James McCollum, Esqrs. before 

whom the foregoing affidavits appear to have been made, are now and were at the dates thereof, 

acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County duly elected, Commissioned, and Sworn as 

such, and that the several signatures purporting to be theirs respectively appear to be in their own 



proper hand-writings – Also that John Hardin Esqr before whom the foregoing affidavit by 

Zophar Johnston appears to have been made was at the date thereof an Acting Justice of the 

peace for said County, duly elected, commissioned and sworn as such, Said Commission was 

issued on the 26th day of November A.D. 1826 and expired on the 26th day of November 1832 – 

 

Given under my hand and Seal of Office  in Greeneville, the 17th day of March A.D. 1852 

 – George W. Forte, Clk.   

By E. N. (??) Broyles, D.C. 

address R. Humphreys  Leesburg, Tennessee” 

 

AFFIDAVIT BY CATHARINE MALONEY, 10-5-1852 

State of Tennessee Green County 

On this fifth day of October one thousand eight hundred and fifty two, before me John Maloney 

an acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County & State, personally appeared Catharine 

Malony aged sixty five years past a resident of the County and State aforesaid, a credible 

witness, and made oath in due form of law, that she is the oldest child of Christopher Cooper 

decd. and his wife Jane Cooper of said County of  Green now an applicant for a Revolutionary 

pension, on account of the Revolutionary services of the said Christopher.  That she was married 

to one Robert Maloney on the ninth day of May one thousand eight hundred and five, and that 

her oldest child was born on the first day of April one thousand eight hundred and seven, which 

last two circumstances, to wit her marriage and birth of her oldest child, she states as 

corroborating evidence of her own birth which she declares took place according to what her 

father and mother has always told her, on the second day of March one thousand seven hundred 

and eighty eight, and that from such information from her Parents, she caused her husband the 

said Robert Maloney to Register the same in a book now in her possession and that the following 

is a true copy thereof to wit “Catharine Maloney was born the 2nd of March in the year of our 

Lord 1788.  She further states that the book containing the family records of said Christopher 

Cooper was left in the possession of the only son of said Christopher who took it with him to the 

state of Missouri when he left this state about one year since, but does not know whether the 

marriage of her father and mother was recorded therein- 

      Catharine Maloney “X” her mark 

Witness John Davis William F. McBride 

 

[Robert Maloney was a Captain in the War of 1812.  He has a Military Headstone at Cross 

Anchor Cemetery.  John Maloney, Justice of the Peace, who took the affidavit of Catharine 

Maloney was her “oldest son” mentioned in the document.  It is interesting he uses the spelling 

of the surname as both “Maloney” and as “Malony” in this document.   The Cooper Family Bible 

was taken to Missouri by Christopher Cooper Junior.  The whereabouts of this Bible today is not 

known.  Although Christopher Junior had four children, only one, a son, left descendants.]   

 

AFFIDAVIT BY JOTHAM BROWN [JUNIOR], 10-6-1852 

State of Tennessee  Green County 

On this 6th day of October one thousand eight hundred and fifty two, personally appeared before 

me John E. Kidwell an acting justice of the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid 

Jotham Brown aged Sixty nine years a resident Citizen of Green County Tennessee well known 

to me to be a credible witness, who first being sworn in due form of law, doth on his oath depose 



and say as follows, supplemental to a former affidavit now on file in the pension in the matter of 

the application of Jane Cooper for a Revolutionary pension:  To wit:  That he has always been 

from the earliest period of his recollection, well and intimately acquainted with Christopher 

Cooper decd. and Jane his widow, who is now an applicant for a Revolutionary pension, and was 

present and witnessed the Marriage of the said Christopher and Jane, but was too young to state 

the date precisely, but  does distinctly remember the circumstances and states upon his own 

personal knowledge – that the said Christopher and Jane his wife did live together in all the 

honorable relations of man and wife, previous to the first day of January one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety four, and so continued till the death of the said Christopher on the twenty 

ninth day of May eighteen hundred and thirty- 

      Jotham Brown “X” his mark 

Witness  Hugh Carter 

 

[Jotham Brown Junior (1783-1859) was the youngest brother of Jane Brown Cooper.  He and his 

wife, Margaret Maloney Brown (1787-1858) are buried at the Cross Anchor Church Cemetery 

on Old Baileyton Road.   These are the earliest dated markers for our Brown Family found at 

Cross Anchor Cemetery.  Margaret Maloney Brown’s brothers, Hugh Maloney (1781-1840) and 

Robert Maloney (1784-1848) also have markers at this Cemetery.  Because Robert Maloney 

gave land for this Church and Cemetery, this area in the cemetery was probably part of the 

Maloney farm.]  

 

STATEMENT BY EPHRAIM DOTY, 4-27-1855 

Greene County  Tennefsee  April 27, 1855 

Sir, 

Sometime since I made application for A Revolutionary pension under Act of 7th July, 1838, and 

Subsequent acts from Greene County Tennefsee an account of the Services of my husband 

Christopher Cooper in the War of the Revolution 

My said Application was probably forwarded to the pension office by A man named Humphreys 

whose agency in the matter is hereby Discontinued 

You will please Recognise W. B. McDanel [he is Blackstone McDannel]) of Greeneville 

Tennefsee as my Agent in the further investigation & prosecution of my Claim for the future 

 

      Respectfully 

      Your Obt. Svt 

      Jane Cooper “X” her mark 

Witnefs 

William C. Doty 

[He is the son of Ephraim and Sarah Cooper Doty.] 

 

To L. P. Waldo Commissioner of Pensions 

 

I Certify that the above named Jane Cooper is my Mother-in-law & now Resides at my house 

that She freely and Voluntarily Signed the foregoing letter and that She is the Identical person 

She Represents herself to be  

      Ephraim Doty 

[Ephraim Doty and his family are buried on their farm, now part of Doty Chapel Cemetery.] 


